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An automatic camera from an electric-generating plant at the Interstate Bridge on Parish Road caught an image 
of the massive storm surge likely amplified by this funnel effect close to the end of the funnel.  The levees’ 
constricting effect amplified the storm surge to a height of 18-20 feet.

Figure 17. Flood Caused by the Breaching of New Orleans’ Protective Levees

 

                                                             Source: National Systems Modeling Group, 2006

The Decline of Oil and Natural Gas Reserves and Production

One of the most profound global and local physical changes affecting energy prices and industrial society is the 
global decline in oil reserves. This has an important bearing on wetland restoration decisions. Some delta 
restoration and levee options are more energy intensive than others. Allowing the Mississippi River to move 
vast amounts of sediment and water is far less expensive than constructing levees and pumping sediment. With 
rising fossil fuel prices, restoration options that utilize the river’s energy will continue to be less expensive than 
extensive levee works and other energy intensive options.  Another critical fact to consider in levee/delta 
restoration is the depletion of oil and gas reserves in Louisiana, the U.S. and the world. Vast, easily accessible 
fossil fuel reserves have been depleted; cheap oil will not be available in the future. 
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