
COMMUNITY BENEFITS OF THE 
HALE PARKWAY IMPROVEMENTS
The proposed Hale Parkway project is a multi-functional storm water facility and community asset that mitigates 
flooding, generates significant community benefits, and improves water quality. Community benefits can be obvious, 
like providing a new recreation opportunity or community gathering space, or more subtle, such as improving air 
quality or providing habitat for birds. These benefits, also known as ecosystem services, enhance community resilience 
and well-being and increase the return on investment to the community.

WHAT ARE ECOSYSTEM SERVICES 
AND HOW DO YOU PUT A DOLLAR 
VALUE ON THEM? 
Ecosystem services describe the benefits people receive from 
nature. The value of nature means many things to many people, 
but when it comes to considering nature in the decision-making 
process, an economic approach is key. The goods and services 
provided by an ecosystem can be valued as a dollar figure. 
Working together, economists and ecologists employ a range 
of valuation techniques to assess ecosystem service value 
dependent on the specific study context.
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THE DIFFERENCE AN ACRE MAKES 
IN ECOSYSTEM BENEFITS
Converting existing pavement along Hale Parkway to vegetated 
green space generates significant environmental benefits. While an 
acre of pavement along the parkway currently provides no benefits, 
converting that same acre to grass or trees will generate hundreds 
of dollars of value each year for the local community, from improving 
air to providing valuable habitat for birds and pollinators.

$0
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$12,790
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PER YEAR

ECOSYSTEM SERVICES OF HALE PARKWAY
• RECREATION AND PHYSICAL HEALTH The parkway project will provide recreational opportunities and improves health outcomes
• ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS The new parkway vegetation will absorb pollutants, cool air temperatures, and support urban habitat
• COMMUNITY COHESION Proposed gathering spaces will foster a shared sense of community and social support
• EDUCATION Parkway visitors and youth from neighboring schools will deepen their connection to the environment
• PROPERTY VALUE New amenities will increase property values for nearby homes.



BENEFIT TRANSFER METHOD
To effectively estimate the value of ecosystem services for Hale Parkway, the Benefit 
Transfer Method (BTM) is used. This method involves utilizing published ecosystem 
valuation research conducted in other geographic contexts and “transferring” applicable 
values to our study area based on geographic, climatic, and ecosystem comparability. 
For example, economic values of ecosystem services measured in other urban parks 
throughout the United States were aggregated to estimate the total ecosystem service 
value associated with the Hale Parkway Improvements.

PLACING A DOLLAR VALUE ON
HALE PARKWAY COMMUNITY BENEFITS
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INCREASED COMMUNITY BENEFITS 
FROM HALE PARKWAY IMPROVEMENTS

PROPERTY VALUE
$1,736,429

RECREATIONAL BENEFITS
$228,791

HEALTH SAVINGS
$207,583

AVOIDED FLOOD DAMAGE
$66,016

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS
$1,437
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(Air Quality, Habitat, Carbon 
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$66,000,000

$65,000,000

$64,000,000

$63,000,000

$62,000,000

$63,900,532

WITHOUT PARKWAY
IMPROVEMENTS

$65,725,623

WITH PARKWAY
IMPROVEMENTS

$2.2 MILLION
in annual additional 
community benefits

BENEFITS FOR 
MANY YEARS TO COME
In the same way that a home holds value year after year, 
natural capital improvements such as the Hale Parkway 
Improvements also provides value over time. The 
annual flow of ecosystem services presented above will 
continue into the future, and communities will continue to 
benefit from the Hale Parkway Improvements for many 
years to come.

TOTAL ADDITIONAL BENEFITS GENERATED BY 
THE PROJECT OVER 50 YEARS = $61 MILLION.

ECONOMIC VALUATION 
OF HALE PARKWAY IMPROVEMENTS
The proposed Hale Parkway Improvements will generate 
significant community benefits. Using published data, 
economic values were estimated for eight types of benefits 
associated with the Hale Parkway project. Benefits were 
estimated for the existing parkway, and compared to 
estimated benefits for the proposed parkway improvements.

AVERAGE ADDITIONAL BENEFITS PER YEAR 
AFTER PROJECT COMPLETION = $2.2 MILLION


